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stage of fear, the traveller enters the first City of Union,
and drinks deep from the bowl of its spirit: and the next
thing he does is to enter the chamber of the True
Beloved. As all the shine of the sea and its shade are
reflected in the heart of a single pearl, so now the infinite
splendour is manifested within the traveller's soul. Look-
Ing round him with the eyes of Unity he recognises his
true identity In that of his host, and reads the name of
the Beloved in his own name. The circle of his aspira-
tions will soon be complete, for the sun of divine grace is
seen to rise equally on all creatures; and he is prepared
In spirit to advance one step nearer the end. And soon,
on the breeze of godly independence, which blows from
the spirit's flame and burns the curtain of poverty, the
traveller Is borne Into the City of Freedom. There he
will know no sorrow, but will pass through the gates of
joy, and, though he be on the earth, will ride the heaven
of power, and quench his thirst in the wine of love. The
sixth stage on the road to Immortality is that of Amaze-
ment Sometimes he will notice perfect poverty in riches,
and sometimes perfect wealth in poverty. His surprise
will grow at every step. Each second will bring a fresh
revelation. Now he will dive Into the ocean of divine
omniscience, and now be carried to the crest of omni-
potence divine.

The traveller passes 'swiftly from this stage into the
region of absolute poverty and nothingness, which is the
true forgetfulness of self in the love of the Beloved. * He
is now as a pearl in the sea of the infinite splendour :
poor in the things created, but rich beyond counting in
the things that are spiritual and pure. And thus, casting
aside the burden of consciousness for ever, he becomes
one with the Beloved and enters the Kingdom of Im-
mortality. The renunciation of self, therefore, is the